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Introduction

‘100 days of slaughter’, more commonly referred to as the Rwandan genocide, which

involved the massacre of an estimated 500,000 to 1 million innocent civilian Tutsis and

moderate Hutus, was the worst massacre since WWII. Following the wave of killings, the

Rwandan forces were successful in discouraging international intervention with the murder of 10

Belgian peacekeeping officers. A minority group making up nearly 10 percent of the Rwandan

population, the Tutsis received no international assistance.

The causes of the 1994 genocide dated back to the early 1990s when the President, a

Hutu, began using anti-Tutsi hate speech to consolidate his power. This led to the first several

massacres of hundreds of Tutsis at the beginning of October 1990. Although both groups were

very similar, sharing the same language and culture, the law required registration based on

ethnicity. This ultimately led the government and army to begin to assemble the Interahamwe,

which prepared for the mass killing of the Tutsis by arming Hutus with guns and machetes. In

January of 1994, the UN forces warned that larger massacres were imminent.

On April 6, 1994, President Habyarimana was killed when his plane was shot down. It is

still unclear whether the attack on the President was carried out by a Tutsi military organization

or by Hutu extremists trying to instigate a mass killing. In any case, Hutu extremists in the

military immediately began murdering Tutsis and moderate Hutus within the hour. The next day,

10 Belgian peacekeepers were killed, a critical factor for the withdrawal of UN forces in Rwanda.

Without the help of the international community, it was left to the Tutsi-led Rwandan

Patriotic Front (RPF) to begin a military campaign for the control of Rwanda. By summer, the
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RPF had defeated the Hutu forces and driven them out to neighboring nations. However, an

estimated 75 percent of the Tutsis living in Rwanda had been murdered by this time.

Definition of Key Terms

Genocide

The deliberate killing of a large number of people from a particular nation or more

specifically, ethnic group, with the aim of destroying the nation or that group. When looking at

the situation in Rwanda, it is important to remember that not only was there a mass genocide,

but the civil war leading up to the killings was also a significant part of the issue. The Rwandan

genocide occurred between 7 April and 15 July in 1994 during the Rwandan Civil War.

Throughout this period of 100 days, members of the Tutsi minority ethnic group living in Rwanda

were slaughtered by armed militia belonging to the majority Hutu group.

Ethnicity

An ethnic group or ethnicity is a grouping of people who identify with each other on the

basis of shared attributes that distinguish them from other groups. This can include a common

set of language, history, society, culture, nation, or region. The Rwandan population mainly

consisted of three ethnic groups: the Hutus, Tutsis, and Twa. The Rwandan Civil War arose

from the long-running dispute between the Hutus and the Tutsi groups living in the region. The

conflict between the two groups first began in 1959. During the Rwandan Revolution

(1959-1962), the Tutsi monarchy had been replaced by a Hutu-led republic. This transition of

power forced more than 336,000 Tutsi to seek refuge in neighboring countries.

Civil War

A civil war is a war between organized groups within the same state or country. The aim

of one side may be to take control of the country or region, to achieve independence, or to

change government policies. The Rwandan Civil War was a large-scale civil war in Rwanda

which was fought between the Rwandan Armed Forces, representing the country's government,

and the rebel Rwandan Patriotic Front. The Rwandan civil war occurred from October 1, 1990,

and lasted until July 18, 1994.



Taiwan Model United Nations 2020 | XIX Annual Session

Militia

A militia refers to a military force that is raised from the civil population to supplement a

regular army in times of emergency. It is generally an army or some other fighting organization

of citizens and other non-professional soldiers. The Interhamwe was formed around 1990 as the

youth wing of the National Republican Movement for Democracy and Development. They were

backed by the Hutu Power government. The Interhamwe were the main perpetrators of the

Rwandan genocide, during which they will 500,000 to 1 million Tutsi, Twa, and moderate Hutus.

The term Interahamwe has then been widened to mean any civilian bands killing Tutsi. The

Interahamwe were driven out of Rwanda after the Tutsi-led Rwandan Patriotic Front (RPF)

victory in the Rwandan Civil War in July 1994, and are considered a terrorist organization by

many African and Western governments.

History

Ethnic tension in Rwanda has been ongoing and is nothing new. There has always been

conflicting between the majority, Hutus, and the minority, Tutsis. Since the colonial period, the

animosity between them has grown substantially. Despite the fact that the two ethnic groups are

very similar- sharing the same language, inhabiting the same areas, and following the same

traditions. When Belgian colonists had arrived in Rwanda in 1916, they produced identity cards

classifying people according to their ethnicity. The Belgians considered the Tutsis to be superior

to Hutus, which led to the Tutsis enjoying better jobs and educational opportunities for the next

20 years. Resentment for the Tutsis among the Hutus gradually built up, culminating in a series

of riots in 1959. These riots resulted in the killing of more than 20,000 Tutsis with many more

fleeing to neighboring countries. When Belgium relinquished power and granted Rwanda

independence in 1962 the Hutus took their place. From 1991 to 1992, tensions between Hutus

and Tutsis in Rwanda intensified. The RPF again began to wage guerrilla war. The Rwandan

Army massed troops across the north of the country, occupying key positions and shelling RPF

hideouts in nearby mountains. However, due to the mountainous terrain, they were prevented

from launching an all-out assault. This low-intensity war continued for many months, both sides

launching successful attacks on the other, and neither able to gain the upper hand in the war.

Finally, the RPF made some territorial gains, which was significant as it blocked Rwanda's
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access to the ports, forcing all trade to go through Tanzania via the longer and costlier route. By

late 1991 the RPF controlled 5% of Rwanda, setting up its new headquarters. Many Hutu

civilians in areas captured by the RPF fled to government-held areas, creating a large

population of internally displaced persons in the country. In the following years, peace talks and

negotiations were held in order to amend relations between the RPF and government of

Rwanda. In 1993, the Arusha Accords were signed and were intended to maintain peace in the

region; however; later that year the Rwandan government announced that they would no longer

be upholding the agreement, forcing the RPF to continue the war.

Key Issues

German and Belgian influence

The bloody history of the conflict between the two groups, Hutus and Tutsis, stained the

20th century from the 1972 slaughter of about 120,000 Hutus by the Tutsi army to the 1994

Rwanda genocide in which Hutu militias targeted and killed up to 1 million Tutsis. Many are

surprised to learn that the longstanding conflict between the Hutus and Tutsis has nothing to do

with language or religion —and many geneticists have been hard-pressed to find marked ethnic

differences between the two. Tensions between the Hutus and Tutsis are believed to be due to

the fact that German and Belgian colonizers tried to find differences between the two groups to

better categorize the native peoples in their censuses.

Ethnic superiority

As previously discussed, the reasoning for the conflict between the two groups is greatly

due to the idea of ethnic superiority. When Belgian and German colonizers reached Rwanda,

they used this strategy to ‘divide and conquer rather than fight both groups. They convinced

one, the Tutsis, that they were superior to the other, the Hutus, and watched as they slowly

destroyed each other. When Belgian colonizers left the region, the Hutu took control of the

Tutsis.
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Peacemaking attempts

In October 1993, the United Nations launched its peacekeeping mission for Rwanda to

monitor a cease-fire agreement between the Rwanda Hutu government and the rebel RPF. The

mission was not allowed to use military forces to achieve its aims and was limited to

investigating breaches in the cease-fire, contributing to security in the region, and delivering

humanitarian aid. The mission proved insufficient after the Rwandan genocide. The United

Nations’ failure to act on a warning of the risk of genocide sent by the force commander was just

one of the many reasons the mission proved unsuccessful. The warning was received and

ignored, and it wasn’t shared with the Security Council. In addition to this, member states in the

Security Council were unwilling to act when notified of the situation. Specifically, the United

States demonstrated very little political will to authorize a peacekeeping force in the months

following the failed Somalia mission that had killed 18 Americans. After the death of 10 Belgian

peacekeepers in Rwanda at the beginning of the genocide, there was little will to keep the

peacekeepers in Rwanda, much less strengthen their mandate.

The role of the Interhamwe

The Interahamwe is a Hutu paramilitary organization and enjoyed the backing of the

Hutu-led government during the Rwandan Genocide. Trained and supported by the Rwandan

army, the militias were involved in the killing of more than 2,000 civilians, mostly Tutsi. They

played a central role in the Rwandan Genocide as well as the Rwandan Civil War. The central

role of the Interhamwe militia in the planning of the genocide was made clear in a fax sent by

the head of UNAMIR. The fax described information of a trained group of 1700 men in military

camps outside the capital. They were scattered in groups of 40 throughout Kigali. Since the

UNAMIR mandate was made that ordered the register of all Tutsi to be located in Kigali. The fax

warned that the militia was able to kill up to 1000 Tutsis in 20 minutes.

Major Parties Involved and Their Views

Rwandan Patriotic Front

After the Tutsi-led RPF has been the ruling political party in Rwanda since the armed

forces defeated government forces, winning the Rwandan Civil War. Towards the end of the civil
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war, they were able to drive the military and militia out of the region and made it possible for

Tutsis to return from neighboring countries they had been hiding in. The RPF soldiers were able

to save tens of thousands from annihilation and relentlessly pursued those whom they thought

were guilty of genocide. The RPF began a guerilla war, which continued until mid-1992 with

neither side being able to gain the upper hand. These violent uprisings forced the Rwandan

president Juvenal Habyarimana to begin peace negotiations with the RPF. The negotiations

were successfully concluded with the signing of the Arusha Accords in August of 1993. During

the implementation of the Arusha Accords, RPF troops were set up near the capital and the

United Nations Assistance Mission for Rwanda was sent into the country. Once the RPF heard

about plans from the Hutu Power movement relating to the extermination of the Tutsi population,

the civil war quickly resumed. They were able to capture land steadily and cut off supply routes.

By mid-June, they had surrounded the capital and were able to take complete control later that

month, forcing the government and genocidaires into the Democratic Republic of Congo. The

main goal of the Tutsi-led RPF was to regain control of Rwanda after being forced out of power.

Rwandan government

When Rwanda had gained independence from Belgium, the government had shifted

from a Tutsi-led monarchy to a Hutu-led republic. Rwanda’s government remained

Hutu-dominated until the end of the Rwandan Civil War. The civil war was fought between the

Rwandan Armed Forces, representing the government, and the RPF, which were the Tutsi rebel

group. The Rwandan government has originally signed the Arusha Accords which were

intended to establish peace in the region with the implementation of a transitional government.

However, a few months after the signing of the Arusha Accords the government announced that

they would no longer be upholding the agreement. This forced the RPF to continue the war. The

main goal of the Hutu-led Rwandan government is to maintain control in the region.

The United Nations Assistance Mission for Rwanda (UNAMIR)

Established by United Nations Security Council Resolution 872 on 5 October 1993, the

(UNAMIR) was intended to assist the implementation of the Arusha Accords. The Arusha

Accords was a treaty signed on 4 August 1993, which was meant to end the Rwandan Civil War.

The mission was meant to aid the peace process between the Hutu-dominated Rwandese

government and the Tutsi-dominated rebel Rwandan Patriotic Front (RPF). It received much
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attention for its role in failing; however, the reason the mission was not a success was due to

the limitation of its rules of engagement.

France

France’s role in the Rwandan genocide, as well as in the civil war, has often been a

source of controversy. France had actively supported the Hutu-led government against the

Tutsi-dominated Rwandan Patriotic Front, which had been engaged in conflict intended to

restore the rights of Rwandan Tutsis following the anti-Tutsi violence. France had provided arms

and military training to the government's youth militias, the Interahamwe, which were among the

government’s main means of operationalizing the genocide. Towards the end of the genocide,

French troops were deployed to establish the Turquoise Zone, largely preventing further waves

of genocide within the supported zones. However, this allowed for many genocidal Hutus to

escape safely to neighboring countries.

United States of America

During the time of the Rwandan genocide, US officials had knowledge of weapons

crossing the border and that rebels’ growing military strength had escalated ethnic tensions

within the country to such a degree that hundreds of thousands of Rwandans might die in

widespread ethnic violence, yet they did nothing. The UN Security Council had voted to send

troops back to Rwanda but the US was still reluctant to interfere, which led to a delay in

releasing resources to the region. The reasoning behind the United States’ unwillingness to get

involved was due to the previous year in which US troops had been killed in Somalia. The

United States’ decision to not intervene has since put a strain on the relationship between the

US and Rwanda.

Timeline of Relevant Resolutions, Treaties, and Events

Date Description of Event

November 15, 1884 Rwanda is assigned to Germany as part of German East Africa, which is the
root cause for ethnic tensions in the region.
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July 1, 1962 Rwanda gains independence from Belgium and German influence. This marks
the end of the Tutsi-dominated government.

December 1, 1963 In late 1963, some 20,000 Tutsis in Rwanda were killed in response to a
military attack by exiled Tutsis from Burundi.

June 10, 1987 The Rwandan Patriotic Front is formed.

October 1, 1990
The Tutsi-led Rwandan Patriotic Front invades Rwanda, starting a civil war.

July 8, 1993
Radio Télévision des Milles Collines (RTLM) starts broadcasting and
promoting hate against the Tutsi minority.

August 4, 1993
A peace agreement between the government of the Republic of Rwanda and
the Rwandan Patriotic Front called the Arusha Accords is established.

April 6, 1994

The Rwandan President Juvenal Habyarimana is killed when his plane is shot
out of the sky. It is still unclear whether the plane was shot down by Tutsis or
Hutu extremists. However, this marked the beginning of the civil war.

April 7, 1994
Hutu extremists begin killing their political opponents, including the prime
minister.

April 9, 1994

Massacre at Gikondo - hundreds of Tutsis are killed in the Pallottine
Missionary Catholic Church. Since the killers were clearly targeting only Tutsi,
the Gikondo massacre was the first clear sign that a genocide was occurring.

May 23, 1994 The RPF takes control of the presidential palace.

mid-July 1994

The Rwanda Genocide ends when the RPF gains control of the country. The
government pledges to implement the Arusha Accords and to build a multiparty
democracy. This marks the end of the Rwandan civil war.

Relevant UN Treaties and Events

● United Nations Security Council Resolution 893, 6 January 1994 (S/RES/893)

● United Nations Security Council Resolution 912, 21 April 1994 (S/RES/912)

● United Nations Security Council Resolution 918, 17 May 1994 (S/RES/918)

● United Nations Security Council Resolution 929, 22 June 1994 (S/RES/929)

● United Nations Security Council Resolution 965, 30 November 1994 (S/RES/965)



Taiwan Model United Nations 2020 | XIX Annual Session

Evaluation of Previous Attempts to Resolve the Issue

Arusha Accords

Officially known as the Peace Agreement between the Government of the Republic of

Rwanda and the Rwandan Patriotic Front, the Arusha Accords were a set of five protocols

signed in Arusha, Tanzania on 4 August 1993. Both parties signed the Arusha Peace

Agreement, the government of Rwanda, and the rebel Rwandan Patriotic Front (RPF), under

mediation, to end the three-year Rwandan Civil War. It was an UN-sponsored agreement

between the two parties. The major failure of the Arusha Accords was that the international

community would not provide humanitarian aid and development assistance until the Rwandans

installed their transitional government as agreed upon in the Accords. However, due to the

massive uncertainty and instability within Rwanda and Rwandan politics, the transition

government was never installed. Even though the Arusha Accords were signed by both the

Rwandan government and the RPF, months after the treaty was signed, the government

announced that they would no longer be upholding the agreement. The Arusha Accords’ main

goal was to split the government between the major groups in the region. Rather than having

the Hutu lead or the Tutsi lead the government, the Arusha Accords tried to set up a transitional

government in which the representatives would be of different ethnic backgrounds.

Operation Turquoise

On the 6 of April in 1994, Rwandan President Juvenal Habyarimana was assassinated

when a plane was shot down. This sparked the Rwandan genocide against the Tutsi minority.

The United Nations already had a peacekeeping force, UNAMIR, in the capital that had been

tasked with observing that the Arusha Accords were being carried out. Following the start of the

genocide and murder of several Belgian peacekeepers in the region, Belgium withdrew its

contribution to the UNAMIR. The UNAMIR had been prohibited from involving the forces in the

protection of civilians. By late April, several of the non-permanent members of the United

Nations Security Council were trying to convince the major powers to agree to a UNAMIR II.

Opération Turquoise was a French-led military operation in Rwanda in 1994 under the mandate

of the United Nations. The French had provided the Hutu-dominated government with extensive

military and diplomatic support. After the failure of the Operation, the commander admitted that
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one of the main reasons for the operation was to serve as a protection against Hutu

genocidaires. The main reason that the operation had failed was due to the fact that rather than

stopping the genocide, French troops had been accused of facilitating the Interhamwe. The

charges raised against the French army during the Operation are of “complicity of

genocide”.The victims allege that French soldiers had helped the Interhamwe militias in finding

their victims, and themselves carried out atrocities. The co-founder of the RPF stated that

“Operation Turquoise was aimed only at protecting genocide perpetrators because the genocide

continued even within these safe zones. France has always denied any role in the genocide.

UNAMIR

The goal of UNAMIR was to maintain peace and ensure the peace agreements were

being carried out. The peacekeepers in the region did not have the resources or capabilities to

actively engage in the war. There were resource constraints that interfered with the input and

output impact of the mission. Some troops had been deployed in the region were inadequately

equipped to warrant efficient operation during the time. The UN decided to pull most of its troops

in the region because it was believed that the civil war would resume. With the war once again

beginning, the personnel that were left in Rwanda were not there to protect civilians or kept

even for peacekeeping rather in order to attain a cease fire. This was one of the major reasons

the mission was not successful. Rather than protecting the citizens and victims of the civil war

and genocide, the troops stayed too attain a cease fire.

Possible Solutions

1. Establishing safety zones within the region

Unlike Operation Turquoise, monitoring of these safety zones is crucial. Rather than acting as a

safe zone for genocidal Hutus, these safe zones should be to ensure the safety of Tutsis and

other victims. In addition, these safety zones should be easily accessible in order for resources

to be transported; however, at the same time, they cannot act as a safe passage for genocidal

Hutus to safely cross into neighboring nations.

● Pros: Establishing safety zones can help provide protection to citizens in the

region. Specifically, Tutsis and moderate Hutus that are the target of the Hutu
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militia. When these zones had been previously established, they proved to save

the lives of thousands. This will also allow for easier transportation and

accessibility to necessary resources.

● Cons: One of the major reasons that these safe zones were unsuccessful was

due to the fact that these zones also allowed for genocidal Hutus to safely

escape into neighboring nations. If these zones were to be established,

measures to prevent such actions will be required.

2. Sending necessary aid and resources to the region

Unfortunately, UNAMIR’s goal was not necessarily what Rwanda needed at the time. Resources

are necessary in the region; however, the main goal should be providing aid and protection to

civilians and victims rather than fueling and facilitating the war. In addition, it is important that

member states are willing to send aid to send aid to the region.

● Pros: It is clear that military aid and other resources are necessary in the region;

however, due to the lack of willingness, this has not been able to happen.

Sending military support to the region to prevent further escalation of conflict is

crucial to helping relieve tensions and end the civil war.

● Cons: As previously mentioned, this has been an unsuccessful solution. The

main reason for this was the lack of regulation in which support and supplies

were given. Rather than trying to stop the mass killings, resources and supplies

fueled the genocide. Therefore, if this was to be a feasible solution, monitoring

and regulations of these resources would be necessary.

Bibliography

“A Timeline of the Genocide in Rwanda.” Thought Co.,

www.thoughtco.com/rwanda-genocide-timeline-1779930.

“Rwanda: How the Genocide Happened.” BBC, www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-13431486.

http://www.thoughtco.com/rwanda-genocide-timeline-1779930
http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-13431486


Taiwan Model United Nations 2020 | XIX Annual Session

“Rwandan Genocide: 100 Days of Slaughter.” BBC, 4 Apr. 2019,

www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-26875506.

“The Paradox of Safe Areas in Ethnic Civil Wars.” BRILL,

https://brill.com/view/journals/gr2p/10/3/article-p362_362.xml?language=en.

“Violence Erupts in Rwanda, Foreshadowing Genocide.” History, 04–07,

www.history.com/this-day-in-history/civil-war-erupts-in-rwanda.

“WHAT ON EARTH WERE THEY DOING?” New Internationalist,

https://newint.org/features/1994/12/05/doing.

Winfield, Nicole. “UN Failed Rwanda,.” Global Policy Forum, 16 Dec. 1999,

https://archive.globalpolicy.org/component/content/article/201-rwanda/39240.html.

Appendix or Appendices

I. Timeline of relevant resolutions, treaties, and events
https://www.un.org/en/preventgenocide/rwanda/historical-background.shtml

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-africa-26875506
https://brill.com/view/journals/gr2p/10/3/article-p362_362.xml?language=en
http://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/civil-war-erupts-in-rwanda
https://newint.org/features/1994/12/05/doing
https://archive.globalpolicy.org/component/content/article/201-rwanda/39240.html
https://www.un.org/en/preventgenocide/rwanda/historical-background.shtml

