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Introduction

Obtaining education for women has always been a significant problem in the global

community over the years. In developed nations, however, this isn't an issue anymore as there

have been many movements and organizations ensuring that men and women have equal

rights and opportunities. Unfortunately, this problem is yet to be solved in many regions, such as

the Middle East and Africa, as they still have barriers preventing education for women.

Statistically speaking, women of the Middle East have proven to be the ones who have the

highest rates of being unable to read and/or write compared to the rest of the world. Much of

this is because women are denied the obtainment of education. Although women in these areas

tend to perform in an unsatisfactory manner in education, they have proven to perform better

than the male counterparts; nonetheless, with such given facts, women are still denied an

education. One of the main reasons for the lack of education provided for the female population

in the Middle East is owing to the fact that there is such a high poverty rate. Though the number

of women being enrolled and educated has increased over the years, research has shown that

they have been dropping out before the fifth grade due to financial struggles to support their

families.

Like women in the Middle East, women in African nations are provided little to no

education and have many difficulties with reading and writing. There are many reasons as to the

lack of education for the women of these countries. Reasons vary from the traditional mindset

that women must stay at home and be housewives to women having to risk being raped or

sexually assaulted on their way to school.



Taiwan Model United Nations 2020 | XIXI Annual Session

As of today, there have been many programmes that are working on ensuring safety and

providing education for women of the Middle East and Africa. These programmes have

promised building establishments that have proper facilities for women to learn and give them

scholarships to have a more solid education with reliable resources.

Ultimately, the goal is to help deliver a proper education for both men and women. There

have been previous attempts to solve this problem. However, none of the solutions have proven

useful enough to solve the situation in the long run. By this time, the lack of education for

women doesn’t seem like it’s going to be coming to an end anytime soon. This problem will

continue in the future without proper solutions that provide long-term effects.

Definition of Key Terms

Middle East

The Middle East is a transcontinental area that is made up of Egypt, Turkey, as well as

South-Western Asia. The Middle East comprises eighteen countries that include Bahrain,

Cyprus, Egypt, Iran, Iraq, Israel, Jordan, Kuwait, Lebanon, Oman, Palestine, Qatar, Saudi

Arabia, Syria, Turkey, the UAE, as well as Yemen.

Figure 1: A map of the Middle East

Education

Education can include both giving or teaching information to others and/or be the person

obtaining knowledge from another. In this case, it would be considered as the acquiring of
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knowledge from another. Education is essential as it not only helps people improve themselves

as a whole but also brings many contributions to a community.

Higher Education

Higher education is also often referred to as post-secondary education, which includes

either colleges or universities. This is known as one of the concluding stages of one’s academic

career as a whole. Higher education is the form of education that leads students to receive an

award or degree.

Lifelong Learning

Lifelong learning is a form of education where one mainly focuses on their personal

growth, development, and change. It is often known as the studies done outside of professional

learning organizations such as schools or universities. Lifelong learners learn for their benefit

and push themselves to their limitations without having another voice pushing them to do more.

It is a voluntary process.

Blended Learning

Blended learning is a step towards a new form of education that is a combination of both

physical and traditional based learning methods as well as online learning. Blended learning

calls for the attendance of both the teachers and students and other resources such as books

and/or technology. There are many benefits from this form of learning. One of the main benefits

is that once the student steps out of the classroom, they continue to learn more through their

technology usage.

School Violence

School violence is considered any violent acts, whether that be physical or verbal - that

are performed on school property such as school grounds or school events. This can be

performed by either a fellow student or faculty member; it can also be performed towards a

fellow student or faculty member. Sexual harassment, which is one of the categories that fall

under physical violence, is the most common sort of school violence that is seen in the Middle

East and Africa.

Gender Inequality
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Gender inequality means the difference in treatment when it comes to men and women.

In today’s world, when speaking of gender inequality it is automatically assumed that men have

the upper hand in terms of the treatment that is being received. It is the outcome of the

discrimination that has been performed continuously towards a group of people based on their

gender.

History

Historically speaking, women have always had a much more difficult life, whether it had

to do with them having their own beliefs, rights, or even freedom. This is because of what is

known as gender inequality. Men are more often treated in a more favourable manner compared

to women and this has always played a significant role in history when it comes to people

fighting for more equality and justice. The existing problem of gender inequality leads to many

problems. One of them being an urgent and pressing issue - women accessing a proper

education.

Women were never allowed to attend school, at least publicly, until much later in history.

The first woman who attended school was from the United States and it wasn’t until much later

in the 1900s leading up to the 2000s when women were finally granted the right to an education

in the nations of the Middle East and Africa. However, at this point even with public schools

established in such nations for both men and women to attend to receive proper education,

there are still many nations in these areas which contain more than fifty percent of their women

who aren’t attending school.

One of the most significant issues in recent history that shows to have affected

education was the Syrian Civil War. The Syrian Civil War has been ongoing since March 15th,

2011. Although much of the war and violence has died down, it was and still is a key factor that

harms any further chances of women obtaining and having access to education. Statistics have

shown that 5.8 million children in Syria aged between the ages of five till seventeen require a lot

of assistance with their studies due to the poor education that they receive, and 1.75 million

children don’t even have access to education. Findings have also shown that the illiteracy rate is

appalling in Syria as around fifty percent of the children in secondary school have the reading

level of second graders and can’t read simple stories. The ongoing civil war has also affected
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the safety of children which is also one of the main reasons that they are being denied a right to

education.

With the United Nations and fellow member states such as Denmark putting funds

together and helping raise awareness regarding the lack of education in the Middle East and

Africa, the rates of women attending and being enrolled in school have gotten much higher in

recent years.

Key Issues

Gender Inequality

There are many different factors added and mixed together that result in the lack of

education for women in such nations. One of the most pressing reasons is because of the issue

that has been existing for many years, gender inequality. Gender inequality is a fight that has

been fought globally over the years. Many states have overcome this issue - to a degree - and

essentially both men and women are treated with equal power, rights, and freedom. However, in

developing nations or areas such as the Middle East and Africa, it is still a very obvious problem

that needs to be solved. UNICEF has done the research and it has been proven that girls in

such regions are given much less care and support in school compared to boys. In such areas,

some of the schools have discriminatory teaching practices, which are also one of the main

reasons for the gender gap. Statistically speaking, one out of every four girls doesn’t receive a

proper education, while there’s a rate of only one out of every ten boys who don’t receive proper

education.

Religion

While gender inequality plays a massive role in making it more difficult for women to

obtain an education, another serious factor that contributes to it is the divide in religion due to

different beliefs. The most well-known religion that has obvious difficulties in accessing a proper

education is the Islamic culture. Muslim women compared to the rest of the different groups of

religions suffer the most from a lack of proper education. Two-thirds of Muslim women have no

access to education at all. One of the main and most urgent causes is the discrimination against

Islamic beliefs. With the gender inequality crisis already existing, it does not help to have new
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factors contributing and making it way more difficult for proper attainment in education. In

Muslim beliefs, they have the idea that education for boys is more important than providing girls

with education. Another factor is because men hold great power over women and many times,

they control either their daughters or wives from being able to go to school and achieve proper

education.

Safety Measures

Gender inequality and the divide in religious beliefs play a massive role in the difficulties

for women gaining proper educations, however, these are not the only factors that are at hand.

Many women in these nations are given plenty of opportunities in gaining and having access to

proper education. They choose to drop out on their own because of the dangers that they could

possibly face while making their way to school. This is one of the most well-known reasons for

the dropout rate of women increasing over the past years in Middle Eastern and African nations

- because of the unsafe environment that they live in. Many girls risk their lives each day just by

simply stepping foot outside of their houses. Schools are usually quite a distance from their

homes and they are not willing to put their lives in danger by potential child predators or

molesters. Many women of such nations would rather give up on their education to ensure their

safety.

COVID-19

With the current worldwide pandemic, COVID-19, more than 91 percent of children in the

world have been affected in means of their education due to the shutting down of schools.

COVID-19 affected the education system more than any other factor ever has. With the current

ongoing pandemic, students from all over the world have been affected and schooling affairs

have been put on pause. In April of 2020, 1.6 billion students were out of school due to the at

home quarantine and shutting down of schools. It has been researched that around 369 million

children rely on the meals that are provided to them at school. With the shut down of schools,

not only is it affecting the lack of education being received, but also the health and wellbeing of

children. History has never seen so many students out of school and schools from all over the

world are researching and testing out new ways to give students access to education even with

the ongoing pandemic such as the most commonly known way, online schooling. Online

schooling has shown that many students aren’t doing as well as they would when they’re in

school physically, however, For the time being, the only way to provide students with an
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education, though, is through the way of online learning, so schools are taking the risks of the

illiteracy rates going up and using the internet to teach students.

Major Parties Involved and Their Views

South Sudan

South Sudan is one of the countries that suffer from obtaining education the most, not

only for women but also men. With around 5.3 million women in South Sudan, only

approximately 500 of them graduated from secondary school. With that in mind, only 12 percent

of the female population takes part in the learning population. Statistics have shown that women

are more likely to die during childbirth rather than completing even just primary school. South

Sudan wishes to be able to provide education to all of their children as soon as possible and

have reached out to many organizations as well as nations for help in means to helping their

people gain more access to education. South Sudan has been working with the United Nations

Children’s Emergency Fund (UNICEF) to start a new education system for women to learn in a

healthy and safe environment.

Ethiopia

Ethiopia's approach towards helping women obtain and achieve education has proved to

make an immensity of progress over the years. With a 51 percent enrollment rate in 2004, they

have increased by 44 percent, making the enrollment rate 95 percent in 2016. However,

disregarding the fact that the enrollment rate has increased drastically over the past years,

women having trouble obtaining as much education compared to men is still shown to be a

problem. Only 17 percent of women are literate, which is extremely low compared to men with

42 percent. Gender inequality plays a huge role in the lack of education for women in Ethiopia.

Another reason why women have such trouble with obtaining an education is because of the

social norms that they grew up with - child marriages. Ethiopia acknowledges that though the

enrollment rate in their nation is much higher compared to their neighbouring countries, there is

still much improvement that can be made and are willing to make more efforts to accomplish the

task of providing children with easier access to education. Like South Sudan, UNICEF has also

made the initiative to solve this urgent issue requiring attention from all organizations.
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Niger

Niger is possibly one of the most challenging countries for women to derive a proper

education. Less than 25 percent of the women can read and write. Eight percent of Nigerian

women attend secondary school, while 31 percent of them participate in primary school;

however, almost twice that number of women are offered or enrolled in the schooling system. In

Niger, 76 percent of the women are married before they turn eighteen which is also one of the

reasons that so many of them aren’t in school. Being married before the legal age is considered

to be a normal thing in Niger which is why Niger hasn’t made any stronger approaches in terms

of forcing more children to attend school hence the low enrollment rate. Though it is challenging

for Nigerian women to obtain a proper education due to reasons such as gender inequality,

there have been many approaches in tackling this significant problem. One of the most

astonishing approaches in solving this issue was Denmark supporting the education system in

Niger with 12.1 million USD through UNICEF in 2017.

Syria

With a literacy rate of 74.2 percent for women and 91 percent for men, the educational

system in means of women obtaining one has increased dramatically since 1990. Although

much improvement has been made drastically over the years, women’s dropout rate compared

to men still has quite a vast gap between numbers. However, since the beginning of the Syrian

Civil War, the enrollment rate decreased, once again, from 72 percent back down to 44 percent.

Two million children dropped out of school because of the war, which also led to many more

Syrian women to get married before 18. Syria isn’t as tough on women in means of gaining

access to education because of the ongoing war that hasn’t been over yet. Having said that, the

women who try to get an education are denied their right to education and women who work for

the education system located in areas where damage is being done are also getting laid off.

Iraq

Iraq is believed to be a nation that prioritizes education for men. According to UNESCO,

in 2019, the illiteracy rate was around 26.4 percent. This, however, was only the illiteracy rate

believed to be in the areas that don’t struggle as much; in more rural areas, the illiteracy rate is

considered to be standing around 50 percent. Although it is evident that Iraq suffers from

providing a proper education for both men and women equally, compared to other nations, Iraq
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has grown to improve with a staggering increase in enrollment rate for women over just the

course of two years. The approximate number of women enrolled in school went from 3.8 million

in 2014 up to 4.2 million in 2016. However, a report published by UNICEF in 2016 proved that

many of these women being enrolled in school suffered mistreatment such as beatings and poor

quality education, which resulted in the parents pulling them out of school.

United Nations International Children’s Emergency Fund (UNICEF)

UNICEF works with several different governments and communities as partners to

remove the obstacle that is stopping women from obtaining a proper education. UNICEF has a

list of goals that they have their minds set on accomplishing. Some of these goals include

eliminating the gender discrimination that denies women’s education rights, promoting safer

learning environments, and even funding governments through partnerships with other nations

such as Denmark.

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO)

UNESCO mainly focuses on bridging the gender inequality gap, and providing women

with equal education is part of their overall goal. They promote education for women as part of

the Sustainable Development Goals, otherwise known as the SDGs. The fourth goal of the

SDGs is to “Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning

opportunities for all.” The fifth goal aims to “Achieve gender equality and empower all women

and girls.” UNESCO recognizes and has made several approaches to trying to equalize both

men and women, and has made much progress over the years. Nonetheless, there is still much

room for improvement as according to the UNESCO Institute for Statistics has stated, 16 million

women have never stepped foot into a classroom.

Timeline of Relevant Resolutions, Treaties and Events

Date Description of Event

1803 First higher-education education that admitted women in the
United States; a co-ed system which turned to a women-only
schooling system in 1837.
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1834 The first school for women was established in Iran.

1874 American missionaries helped build an all-women school in Iran.
By this point, there were already a handful of women who
attended school. The establishment made by the American
missionaries helped further promote the idea.

December 10th, 1948 Establishment of Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Article
26 states that all people have a right to access in education.

1951 The first secondary education school was opened to women in
Bahrain.

1971 The updated constitution in Egypt confirmed the right to women
having access to education.

December 18th, 1979 The Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination
Against Women was approved by 189 member states. This
includes many points that emphasize the importance of women
having access to education.

March 15th, 2011 The beginning of the Syrian Civil War led to Syria taking a step
back in the improvements that were made in the past years. The
enrollment rate of women having access to education went from
72 percent down to 44 percent.

Relevant UN Treaties and Events

Article 26, Universal Declaration of Human Rights

In 1948, the Universal Declaration of Human Rights was espoused with the ambition to

provide all human beings with equal rights and states that everyone is of equal value. In Article

26, it states that “everyone has the right to education”. Though as of today, there are no nations

that openly deny women the right to education, many nations in the Middle East and Africa

make it difficult for women to obtain an education. With the establishment of the UDHR, it

directly states that all people have a right to gain access to obtaining an education.

Furthermore, it states that “education shall be free”.

A/HRC/RES/8/4

On June 18th, 2008, the Human Rights Council passed this resolution addressing the

problem regarding the lack of education. It specifically calls out nations that need more
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awareness and also points out that compared to men, women are more in need of attention

globally seeing as they are the ones who have more trouble gaining access to it. There are

many solutions provided in the resolution that is targeted towards both genders equally; very

rarely, does it ever call out the women specifically. However, since this resolution has been

passed, no real progress has been made in developing nations. Statistics have shown that

when improvements are made, they are mainly directed towards the male populations of the

developing nations and women still struggle greatly from obtaining a proper education.

United Nations Declaration Human Rights Education and Training (A/RES/66/137)

In 2011, the United Nations passed a resolution that demands all nations to provide all

people with proper education. At this point in time, there were already co-ed, and even girls-only

schools established in the developed nations and were not considered to be a problem in these

states. The resolution’s main target audience was the developing nations. However, no drastic

changes have been to make any progress towards taking a step in establishing more secure

educational systems. Some nations, however, have implemented more rules that are based on

this resolution, and minor improvements have been made.

Evaluation of Previous Attempts to Resolve the Issue

UNESCO’s Convention Against Discrimination in Education

In the 1960s,UNESCO set up a convention that attempted to solve the problem many

nations faced. It refers back to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights in means of further

emphasizing their point. They also point out, quite bluntly, that having so many women turned

down their rights to education is a violation of the UDHR. Under other circumstances such as

women choosing to drop out because of the dangers of making their way to school on their own,

the convention also states points and solutions to help solve this issue. However, with such a

well-thought-through and constructive convention, nothing has really changed throughout the

years. A big majority of the women from these countries still suffer from gaining access to

education or learning in safe environments. Though the convention states that they are

guaranteeing easily accessible education for all people, safer schooling systems, as well as

more opportunities, nothing seems to have progressed and improved. This calls for all member



Taiwan Model United Nations 2020 | XIXI Annual Session

states’ attention to recognize that this existing convention has no real impact on society in

means of having access to education.

Agenda 2030, SDG 4

The main goal of Agenda 2030 is to aim for the end of suffering and poverty before the

year of 2030. SDG 4 has the main purpose of improving education for people all around the

world.The UN reported that through the past decade, there have been drastic improvements

made in means of providing education - especially for women. The numbers have shown that

enrollment rates have gone up by a whole lot. However, with these improvements made, there

have still been reported that in 2018, there were still 260 million children out of school - which is

around one fifth of the children in our world. On top of that, more than half of the children

worldwide have proven to have much difficulty in terms of mathematics as well as reading. As of

now, no obvious signs of changes have been seen. However, part of the reason is also being of

the current ongoing global pandemic, COVID-19.

Possible Solutions

1. Setting up organizations supported by MEDC nations to help to build safer education

systems (schools, buildings, etc.), as well as improving lessons (teachers or professors

sent by MEDC nations)

● Pros: Middle Eastern and African women can receive a better and more proper

education without having the fear of being treated differently from their male

peers or being abused by others. These women can go to school and learn more

than they would even if they were to be enrolled in a public school that was

established by the local government. Teachers that are sent from MEDC nations

are also more experienced in the working field and would be able to deal with

academics as well as personal issues better.

● Cons: Building safer facilities can only ensure the safety measures of young

women when they’re at school, not when they’re making their way to school.

Many women choose to drop out of school merely because they have a fear of

being sexually harassed, kidnapped, or even killed. Though these funds and

organizations can help by providing these women a more promising education

and safer living environment (throughout the school day), there is still a question
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of transportation and how they would be able to make it to school safely without

having to be on constant lookout of potential predators.

2. Having governmental agencies inspecting the schooling systems and holding scheduled

meetings that discuss the flaws, improvements, as well as progress of the education

systems within Middle Eastern and African nations

● Pros: It would make it much more assuring that schooling systems in such

nations are indeed improving - as the ultimate goal is for everyone to have equal

access to education. The meetings can also help provide new possible solutions

to ending the unequal and mistreatment of Middle Eastern and African women,

with the major focus on solving the education and schooling systems.

● Cons: Simply holding meetings can’t contribute as much and as efficiently. It

would be more effective if it was solving the problem through action rather than

having talks between nations. These meetings also can’t always guarantee

solutions that work immediately, as fixing the current problem at hand will take

much time.

3. Increasing government inspections at schools to monitor the interactions between

students as well as the faculty members in hopes of decreasing the rate of school

violence

● Pros: This can be a huge impact because with these inspections there will be

much less threats of any sort of school violence occurring and makes school a

much safer environment for women to go to. One of the main reasons that

women aren’t attending school and dropping out is because of the fear of being

harmed there. With these inspections, it can ensure the safety measures of

women.

● Cons: Increasing the government inspections may only encourage people to

change for the short amount of time when the schools are being inspected. Once

the inspections end, people may go back to the way they were before and

continue with the physical violence acts.
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